
Minutes for the Ticonderoga Regular Town Board Meeting held January 14, 2016 

commencing at 6:00 p.m. with a Public Hearing Regarding the Revision of the 

Town' Overnight Parking Ordinance 

Present:  Joseph M. Giordano, Supervisor 

  Fred Hunsdon, Councilman 

  Wayne Taylor, Councilman 

  Dorcey Crammond, Councilwoman 

  Chattie Van Wert, Councilwoman 

  Jeffrey Meyer, Town Attorney 

  Tonya M. Thompson, Town Clerk 

 

Others:  Bunny Fuller, Highway Superintendent Sal Barnao, Sandy McIntyre, Mitch 

Cole, Jihyan, Nicholas and Jonah Giordano, Ross Kelley, Dave Woods, Mike, Betsi and 

Kaitlyn Diskin, Tara and Billy Orr, Dick Holroyd, Chief Mark Johns, Victor 

Kulickowski, Billy Brown, Chet and Emily Lastowski, Jada and Madison Beaudet, Ann 

Dolback, Dave Iuliano, Les and Lucy Bilow, Laurie Cossey and family, Karen Sheehan, 

Amy Quesnel and others. 

 

Supervisor Giordano opened the first Town Board meeting of 2016 reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by a few Ticonderoga and St. Mary's first grade students.    

 

Supervisor Giordano explained that tonight we are going to have a presentation by the 

first graders of both the Ticonderoga Elementary School and the St. Mary's School.  He 

visited with them earlier this week to have a conversation about community.  He thought 

it would be a great way to begin the year since we are going to be embarking on a lot of 

different challenges that are we are going to be involving community with to hear 

community from the stand point of these six and seven year olds. 

 

Billy Orr explained that community is a bunch of people that live in the same place.  He 

likes living in his community, Ticonderoga.  He likes the park, the Fort and Mt. Defiance. 

 

Madison Beaudet explained that a community is a group of people that work together in 

the same manner. 

 

Jonah Giordano explained that a community is playing with his friend and taking turns. 

 

Supervisor Giordano explained that one of the goals for this year is to involve the youth 

as well as the rest of the community in having more conversations about how to solve 

some of the problems that our community has been facing.  He has had a lot of thoughts 

about this, that is why he brought it to the elementary school.  One day not too long from 

now, you guys will be one of these adults sitting here, either behind the table or out in the 

crown and you will have a particular responsibility in your community and it is important 

for you to have a role right now in sharing what your community means and then acting 

on it.  We are going to be having more discussions in your class rooms and finding ways 

in which you guys can come up with ideas based on your creativity, based on your 

ingenuity, and based on your energy to start making some differences here in 

Ticonderoga.  We look forward to working with you. 

 

Invitation for the Public to Address the Board 
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Holly Dixon explained that we are starting cold because we are not sure what everyone 

on the board will be talking about yet, she would like to suggest something that she 

thinks the Supervisor is going to be working on and she hopes she is not putting words 

where they don't  belong.  She thinks that part of what you want to do with this new 

government here in the Town is to increase communication with the people in the Town 

and to bring more people in the Town into the process of like figuring out what needs to 

be done and making decisions and that kind of thing.  Her only suggestion is one thing 

that needs to happen is that the people of the Town need to know, need to be informed 

about what the issues are and what the pros and cons are, what needs to be done, what has 

been done and they need to be informed about that if we expect them to come to these 

meetings and take part in what the government is doing.  That is her only comment, to 

find a way to bring the word out to everybody in the Town. 

 

Supervisor Giordano agreed that we are working on ways in which to better inform the 

public, participate in the meetings so we can solve some of these issues and challenges 

that we have and be done with them to move on.  We have a few ideas that we are tossing 

around, however we are yet only two weeks into the year.   

 

Public Hearing - Revision of Overnight Parking Ordinance 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that, pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Town Board of 

the Town of Ticonderoga on December 10, 2015 a public hearing will be held by said 

Town Board on January 14, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Offices of the Town of Ticonderoga, 

132 Montcalm Street, Ticonderoga, New York, to discuss the proposed Ordinance 

Modifying on Order Prohibiting Overnight Parking adopted July 14, 2015. 

 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF TICONDEROGA  

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW YORK 

 

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING OVERNIGHT PARKING  
 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Intent and Authority.  
 

The Town Board (the ñBoardò) of the Town of Ticonderoga (the ñTownò) has the 

authority, pursuant to Vehicle and Traffic Law section 1660, to enact an Ordinance 

restricting parking of vehicles on public highways, streets, sidewalks and roads within the 

Town. 

 

Board has determined that it is necessary to prohibit parking of vehicles on any public 

highway, street, sidewalk or road within the Town from 1:00 a.m. until 6:00 a.m., during 

the entire calendar year from January 1 through December 31, in order to enable the 

Town to clear public highways, streets, sidewalks and roads within the Town, and to 

carry out any other associated work such as cleaning up and sweeping away salt, sand, 

and other debris, as well as maintaining stormwater control devices and highways.   
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Section 2.  Parking Prohibition. 

  

No owner or operator shall allow a vehicle to be parked on any public highway, street, 

sidewalk, or road within the Town of Ticonderoga, from 1:00 a.m. until 6:00 a.m., during 

the entire calendar year from January 1 through December 31. 

 

Section 3.  Penalties. 
 

A violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed a traffic infraction as defined in New York 

Vehicle and Traffic Law section 155.  Convictions for a first offense shall be punishable 

by a fine of fifty dollars ($50).  Convictions for a second offense, both or all of which 

were committed within a period of 18 months, shall be punished by a fine of one hundred 

dollars ($100).  Convictions for a third offense and for each subsequent offense, all of 

which were committed within a period of 18 months, shall be punished by a fine of two 

hundred dollars ($200).  In addition, for any violation of this Ordinance, the Town may 

arrange for the removal and storage of the offending vehicle, and require reimbursement 

to the Town for the costs incurred by the Town for same, before returning said vehicle to 

the owner or operator thereof.  

 

Section 4.  Effective Date. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after publication and posting, or 

immediately upon personal service as provided by Section 133 of the Town Law. 

 

Bunny Fuller (95 Lord Howe Street) explained that there has always been a problem right 

up on top of the hill with parking.  She has been trying to get a no parking sign there 

since Mike Connery was in office and she has worked with the Highway Department they 

wrote a letter, they never heard anything.  She talked today with the Superintendent of 

Highways to get snow removed from a neighbor that was piling it up on the sidewalk, she 

had to call last year and asked them to do something and she was told there was nothing 

on the books that they can do.  She found this posted on the board since last October and 

is says:   

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Ticonderoga will not be responsible for damages 

caused to vehicles parked in the right-of-way of the town, and further notice is hereby 

given that all individuals plowing snow must remove all snow deposited by them from 

sidewalks and roadways. 

 

As stated in Local Ordinance dated July 14, 2005 ALL night parking during the period 

beginning November 1 and ending April 1 of each year from the hours of 1:00 a.m. to 

6:00 a.m. is prohibited.  Motor vehicles found parked in violation will be subject to a fine 

and/or towing. 

 

The police officers did not even know that this was on the board, she called them - they 

told her that there was nothing that they could do about the snow.  She has trouble, she 

and her neighbors the Gablers, and they can't get out, matter of fact last year Mr. Gabler 
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got hit because you cannot see.  She wants a no parking sign there because we have a 

younger group of kids two houses down that park on both sides of the street.  Do they 

park from one to six - they don't get there til three to party all night and then right 

through.  The cars have never been removed, they have never been towed.  The no 

parking sign last year when we left off with that the attorney had to look at the papers, 

she wants to know what papers you need to look at.  There are six new signs that have 

been put in down at the beach area and she is sure that the attorney did not have to look at 

the papers to put up the signs.  She could buy a sign and put it up, a 'NO PARKING' sign 

just on this side.  She doesn't care what they do on the other side, they can drive into the 

brook, she doesn't care.  This side where we cannot see, it is not safe for those cars to be 

there.  Kids coming to the bus have to walk through all the snow, have to walk around the 

cars, she even had to call the troopers two weeks ago to get a car off her driveway 

because the park they way they park.  She wants a no parking sign there so then you 

wouldn't have to even worry about the parking overnight because they won't be able to 

park there any way.  She was told by the police department that there was nothing about 

them parking on both sides of the street, but if you are obstructing the view of someone 

that is detrimental to her.  She and her neighbors have to get out of their cars and walk up 

the street to see if anybody is coming, they walk back, get in their cars and then pull out.  

She doesn't know if anybody had then come out of Pearl Street because she can't see.  

She wants a sign put there and if you have papers that need to be looked at, then she 

wants to look at them too.  It has taken 15 years for her to try to get a no parking sign 

there and she wants to know what steps to get one.  

 

Councilman Taylor stated that he will take it back and talk about it in the Highway 

Committee meeting to see what it will take to get a sign there.  This is the first he has 

heard about the sign request and he will get a response before the end of the week. 
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Dick Holroyd stated that the snow removal sign has been put up for a quite a while now, 

he thinks there is one all the way down by the boat launch.  (Every entrance to the Town)  

If there is one all the way down there for the people of Vermont, then ...... everybody 

complains that the cops don't remove the cars because they can't get snow plows to do the 

proper work.  The snow plows complain that the cars are on the road.  This has been 

going on for at least 15 years and if you can't get something on a seasonal deal for just 

plowing snow, if nothing has been accomplished in at least the last 10-15 years it says 

something about the teeth that you put into the law.  You make the laws, but nobody 

enforces them.  There is always a loop hole to a law, somebody always complains and the 

very people in those apartments that he is writing about that is complaining about the 

parking area, they will be the ones that will complain because they are not plowed out.  

So you guys got a big problem, this is your first major crisis as it is the winter time and 

you are going to get a lot of flack from a lot of people, but the signs are in place and the 

police department knows that there is an ordinance that says the cars are supposed to be 

removed.  So if they remove them, are you going to back them up?  Is the Town Board 

going to back them up, is the Town Attorney going to back them up?  There is already an 

ordinance, there is already a law, they have been passed he doesn't know how many 

times.  If you don't block your own police department from doing their jobs, then you 

have a problem.   
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Councilman Taylor explained that there is a lot of off street parking as it is, there is the 

big parking lot behind the Old Newberrys, the one behind the Elks, there is parking 

behind the entire downtown businesses.  There is places where people can get their cars 

off the road. 

 

Councilwoman Van Wert added that there are signs directing people to the Free Parking 

areas.  

 

Mrs. Fuller asked what are you going to do with seniors and handicapped people, where 

are they going to park?  Some houses don't even have driveways, a lot park right on their 

lawns in the winter when it is frozen enough.  There are a lot of seniors that are living in 

apartments down here and if they do have a vehicle, it will be hard for them to walk any 

distance.  

 

Councilman Hunsdon agreed that the elderly is better than 60% in this Town, so we have 

to look at that and whatever we do we need to keep this in mind along with the 

handicapped.  There are certain places that have designed sidewalks where the 

handicapped can get up on the sidewalks, he doesn't know about Mrs. Fuller's specific 

area. 

 

Supervisor Giordano would like to table the Public Hearing for further discussion to 

resolve some technical issues with this Ordinance.   

 

Councilman Taylor explained that we have never really explored the idea of one side of 

the street versus the other.   

 

Councilwoman Van Wert agreed that it does work in more urban areas that are even more 

congested that it is here, so we should be able to look at that. 

 

Supervisor Giordano explained that what we are talking about right now is snow 

removal.... 

 

Mr. Holroyd agreed that this is what the police is going by, this is what they issue the 

tickets for and they have the responsibility to call the tow truck to tow it out of the way if 

plowing is going on, will the Town Board back them up? 

 

Councilwoman Van Wert stated of course, we don't want piles of snow on the sides of the 

road.... 

 

Mr. Holroyd stated then there is the police Chief, you tell him. 

 

Councilwoman Van Wert asked if any cars were towed this week?  (For the recent storm) 

 

Chief Johns explained that this year to date there have been, as of this morning, 12 

citations issued to cars.  Last year there were between 4 or 5 cars that were actually towed 

that were either habitual offenders or were parked and the Highway Department called us 
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up to say we really need these vehicles removed because this is where we are doing snow 

removal on this particular day.  If a vehicle is obstructing their work, we will go to the 

extreme of calling a tow truck to  have it removed and we are enforcing the law that is on 

the books at this moment.   

 

Councilwoman Van Wert asked if someone is a first time offender, they get a ticket that 

has a fine associated with it - (answer is yes).  How many times do you allow that before 

having it towed?  

 

Chief Johns explained that this year the records clerk is actually keeping a tally on the 

bulletin board at the station of tickets that are being issued so that the officers, if they 

look at that list of tickets and plate numbers that have been issued, the officer has the 

discretion of saying that this is a repeat offender and utilize the section permitted in side 

the current law for the removal of the vehicle if necessary.   

 

Councilman Taylor explained that the new proposal to this Ordinance is to add the same 

ban for the summer months because of the street sweeping and the grit getting into the 

storm drains and we are not able to get to the storm drains if there are cars parked over 

them and this is part of our SPEDES permit for the operation of our Waste Water 

Treatment.  It is a precondition, it is in our permit that this be addressed on a routine 

scheduled basis and we have to have evidence of that.  That is where we arrived at this 

idea of potentially have the ban applied during the summer months as well.  

 

Councilman Hunsdon explained that if any of that gets into the water treatment that 

means that that much more work and that much more problems we have with the system 

down there.  It costs more to maintain and keep our water clean of that situation.   

Councilwoman Van Wert added that it is a maintenance cost and it is also, especially in 

the downtown area - when you can't sweep the street, we try to attract tourists and 

summer visitors and if there is garbage on main street because peoples cars have been 

parked there when we are sweeping it, then it doesn't look good for the Town.  It is 

counterproductive in two ways, working against all the hard work to bring people into 

Town to put on a good face.   

 

Councilman Hunsdon added that if any of that stuff gets into the pumps, then we end up 

replacing the pumps.  Some of those pumps cost a good amount of money, that is another 

thought.   

 

Mrs. Dixon asked if we get four inches of snow on a Tuesday, is the whole Town plowed 

by Wednesday?  She doesn't know. 

 

Councilman Taylor explained that it is plowed, maybe not picked up - but plowed.  

Typically, they plow everything and then they go back and drop their plows to go back 

around and clean up the heavy traffic areas, the schools, the churches your parking places 

downtown.  In an ideal world, that is what happens provided there is no break downs or 

any thing that would complicate it.  That is what they need it for. 
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Mrs. Dixon was trying to think of the possibility of posting side to side parking bans, 

going street by street and being able to coordinate that during snow falls. 

 

Supervisor Giordano feels that this seems like more of a logistics nightmare in regards to 

snow because you don't know when it is going to fall and it complicates the fact that 

many people don't have access to park, so this ordinance could solve the problem in the 

summer time, but the snow part needs to be looked at.  It may not have been enforced as 

much because of the knowledge that some of the people do have issues with where they 

are going to park their vehicles.  It definitely needs to be though out from a summer time 

stand point and a winter time stand point as to how to remove grit and stuff off the road 

in the summer time which can be a routinely scheduled thing of posting opposite sides or 

certain road and then think about the winter time which seems logistically adequate to 

accommodate all of those residents that don't have driveways - especially in the hamlet.  

 

Councilman Hunsdon added that if we get a really bad snow storm, some of those snow 

plow drivers out there are working 12, 14, 16, 18 some even go up to 30 hours just to try 

to keep your roads and streets clean, so when it comes, the streets are first and the 

sidewalks are after if he is not mistaken.  They are trying, we get complaints because this 

isn't done and that isn't done, but look at it in another way - is this a bad storm and is the 

equipment broke down.  There is many different things that can really hurt the whole 

process.  Once they get it all plowed, they  have to then go through and pick it all up from 

the streets and dispose of it where they legally can do that.  

 

Mrs. Fuller asked if the Town is responsible for the sidewalks or is the person who's 

property it is in front of? 

 

Councilman Hunsdon stated that at this point, as far as he knows the Highway is 

responsible for sidewalk, unless something has developed since he has known it. 

 

Mrs. Fuller stated that we used to have a snow blower (from the Town) that used to do 

them (in her area), and it always tipped over into the road.  So it has not been done in 

about eight years, from about the fifth house up coming down Lord Howe.  The bridge is 

never cleaned up, nothing on Schuyler Street, she thought it was the property owners 

responsibility like in Burlington and Plattsburgh and if you don't shovel your width of 

your property (24 hours) and then you were fined.  You have to walk along the street 

there and it is dangerous.  If it is the peoples responsibility, then put it in the paper and let 

them know. 

 

Councilman Hunsdon also noted that our sidewalks need a lot of work, some of them are 

four feet and some are five feet, they actually should be five feet, but it costs a heck of a 

lot of money to replace them with five foot.  They have to take up the old ones, open 

them up more to the five foot section.  When they try to plow the four footers, they go 

this way and that way and sometimes end up tipping the machine over.  

 

Resolution #3-2016 brought by Fred Hunsdon, seconded by Wayne Taylor to table the 

Public Hearing until the February Town Board meeting when the committee will be able 
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to review the suggestions and recommend options to the Board.  All in Favor Joseph 

Giordano - Aye, Fred Hunsdon - Aye, Wayne Taylor - Aye, Dorcey Crammond - Aye, 

Chattie Van Wert - Aye.  Opposed - none.  Carried.   

 

Resolutions for Consideration  

Minutes to approve 

 

Resolution #4-2016 brought by Fred Hunsdon, seconded by Chattie Van Wert to accept 

the minutes from the Special Town Board Meeting held on December 4, 2015, the 

minutes from the Regular Town Board Meeting held on December 10, 2015, the minutes 

from the Special Town Board Meeting held on December 22, 2015 and the minutes from 

the End-of-the-Year/Monthly Financial Meeting held on December 29, 2015.  All in 

Favor Fred Hunsdon - Aye, Wayne Taylor - Aye, Chattie Van Wert - Aye.  Opposed - 

none.  Joseph Giordano - Abstain, Dorcey Crammond - Abstain.  Carried.   

 

Resolution #5-2016 brought by Wayne Taylor, seconded by Dorcey Crammond to accept 

the minutes from the Organizational Meeting held on January 4, 2016.  All in Favor 

Joseph Giordano - Aye, Fred Hunsdon - Aye, Wayne Taylor - Aye, Dorcey Crammond - 

Aye, Chattie Van Wert - Aye.  Opposed - none.  Carried.   

 

Resolution #6-2016 brought by Chattie Van Wert, seconded by Wayne Taylor to 

approve the Supervisor's December Monthly Report (Checking Accounts, Revenue, 

Expenditures, and Journal Entries).  All in Favor Fred Hunsdon - Aye, Wayne Taylor - 

Aye, Chattie Van Wert - Aye.  Opposed - none.  Joseph Giordano - Abstain, Dorcey 

Crammond - Abstain.  Carried.   
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Resolution #7-2016 brought by Wayne Taylor, seconded by Fred Hunsdon approving the 

December Budget Adjustment Reports.  All in Favor Fred Hunsdon - Aye, Wayne 

Taylor - Aye, Chattie Van Wert - Aye.  Opposed - none.  Joseph Giordano - Abstain, 

Dorcey Crammond - Abstain.  Carried.   
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