
Minutes for the Ticonderoga Planning Board Meeting held on  

August 4, 2016 commencing at 7:00 p.m.  

Present:  Chairman Stu Baker, Mike Powers, Scott Manning, Don Meserve, Doug 

McTyier, Walt Lender, Tonya M. Thompson 

 

Absent:  Ben Leerkes 

 

Others:  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Ball, Greg Moore, Joyce Cooper, Ken Engler, 

Victor Lavallie, Chris & Melissa O'Reilly 

 

Mr. Baker opened the meeting with the Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance and 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Approval of the minutes will need to wait until a quorum of those attending that meeting 

are present. 

 

O'Reilly - 150.59-8-4.000 Addition (Screened Porch) - 19 Prince Taylor Path 

 Square, screened in room on 600 square foot seasonal camp 

 meets set backs - the house is actually on an angle so it cannot be closer to the 

water 

 No fixed heat source, no water, just electricity 

 Has Municipal Sewer 

 

Mr. Baker would like to know if Lake George Park Commission was contacted. 

 

Mr. Ball stated that it is not big enough to trigger anything. 

 

Mr. Baker would like a letter to that effect.   

 

Mr. Ball stated no, but we can get it.  There is no trigger for them.  The lay of the land 

goes away (slopes away) from the lake. 

 

Resolution #19-2016 brought by Scott Manning, seconded by Doug McTyier to declare a 

complete application for O'Reilly - 150.59-8-4.000 Addition (Screened Porch) - 19 Prince 

Taylor Path.  6 - Ayes, 0-Nays.  Carried. 

 

Mr. Lender asked to add a condition to the approval that we have a Non-Jurisdictional 

letter from the Lake George Park Commission for the file.   

 

Mr. Ball will go over this process with Mr. O'Reilly. 

 

Resolution #20-2016 brought by Scott Manning, seconded by Walt Lender to approve 

the complete application for O'Reilly - 150.59-8-4.000 Addition (Screened Porch) - 19 

Prince Taylor Path with the condition of receiving a Non-Jurisdictional Letter from the 

Lake George Park Commission.  6 - Ayes, 0-Nays.  Carried. 
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Glens Falls National Bank - 150.43-4-20.000 Sign (123 Montcalm Street)   

Greg Moore - representing Glens Falls National Bank 

 

Mr. Moore explained that currently they are doing a minor remodel a the Montcalm 

Street Bank, the reason is to incorporate the Upstate Insurance Agency Co.  There is no 

signage on the building except for a small plaque, especially compared to other buildings 

down town.  The are hoping to get a sign put on the front of the bank.   

 Sign 

 2 1/2 feet x 5 1/2 feet  (13.75 square feet) 

 Back - Internally Lit 

 Two sided 

 

Mr. Baker inquired if Mr. Moore asked the Montcalm Street Partnership for their opinion 

regarding this sign.  (The answer was no) 

 

Mr. Ball explained that he discussed with Mr. Moore that the Town is looking for more 

Adirondack style signage, such as with the colors.  The Burleigh Luncheonette sign was 

put in prior to this sign law.  This sign being proposed is twice as big as the eight feet that 

are allowed.   

 

Mr. Baker asked if this sign request has been in front of the Zoning Board. 

 

Mr. Ball stated no, the way he understands this law is the Codes Office can ok any sign as 

long as it is covered by the current law, anything above and beyond that the Planning 

Board has to review. 

 

Mr. Baker understands that the Planning Board can approve a sign up to and including 

the maximum dimensions in the sign code, but we cannot approve anything in excess of 

that size without a variance.  Unless you can cite a section of Town Code that states 

otherwise, he believes that an area variance is needed. 

 

The board agreed. 

 

Mr. Ball spoke with the Town Attorney about this and he agreed with what Mr. Ball just 

explained.  The Planning Board has done this before.  

 

The board does not feel that it can approve this application.    They did, however, go over 

a few items that they felt they can review. 

 color - the board is comfortable with the proposed color 

 lighting - not comfortable with it being internally lit 

 would like Montcalm Street Partnership's opinion/historic building 

 

The board did mention that GFNB has a great history of great designs here in town.  The 

drive thru on Wicker Street is just outstanding.   Mr. Baker would like to see similar 

design consideration given to the Montcalm Street branch. 
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Mr. Moore asked if the board would consider the application if it was amended, we want 

to be good neighbors. 

 

Glens Falls National Bank - 150.43-4-20.000 Sign (123 Montcalm Street)  - amended 

 8 square foot - 2' x 4' - signage 

 Material - mat (non-glossy) 

 Double sided 

 External soft down light  - dusk to dawn 

 Brackets to hang the sign 

 

Resolution #21-2016 brought by Walt Lender, seconded by Scott Manning to declare a 

complete application as amended for Glens Falls National Bank - 150.43-4-20.000 Sign 

(123 Montcalm Street)  6 - Ayes, 0-Nays.  Carried. 

 

Resolution #22-2016 brought by Walt Lender, seconded by Mike Powers to approve the 

complete application for Glens Falls National Bank - 150.43-4-20.000 Sign (123 

Montcalm Street)  6 - Ayes, 0-Nays.  Carried. 

 

Other Business 

 

Signs 

 

Mr. Ball wanted to mention that what the Codes Office has been doing is approving signs 

if they are covered under this one sheet of sign law.  What would be the point of bringing 

it to the board if the board can't consider any signs larger than what is on the approved 

sheet that they approve in the office itself.  It reads that the Planning Board in reviewing 

the sign requiring site plan review and assessing the impact upon the Town shall consider 

the reasonableness of the proposed sign, sign, height, type, illumination and proximately 

to the edge of the highway.  If it wasn't the intention when they came up with this criteria, 

this is what we go by to issue a permit from the office. 

 

Mr. Powers stated that this is the reason why we have spent the entire winter going over 

the sign law.  So it can be one coherent section to work with.   

 

Mr. Baker is not convinced that the section of Code that Mr. Ball is talking about says we 

can discuss signs above and beyond... 

 

Mr. Ball stated that he is going to speak with the Town Attorney and get something in 

writing about this.   

 

Mr. Baker agrees that a written interpretation from the Attorney would be helpful. 

 

Mr. Power agrees and believes the intent of the current law was that if the sign was over 

the size it goes to ZBA, if it is this size it goes to the Planning Board.   
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Mr. Baker continued on with the sign discussion, explaining that this board discussed the 

proposed revisions to the sign code back in May through some confusion the Town Board 

took this discussion and put it to a Public Hearing.  At the Public Hearing the discussion 

was left open requesting a specific recommendation from this board in the form of a 

resolution for their consideration.  What the Town Board had and what was published for 

the public hearing was the last revised version that the Clerk had sent out to all of us.  At 

this point the Town Board is looking for a recommendation from us on that draft in the 

form of a resolution. 
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Resolution #23-2016 brought by Walt Lender, seconded by Mike Powers to recommend 

to the Town Board the final draft as printed above of the reviewed Sign section of the 

Town Ordinance and as previously presented to the Town Board.  (Discussion followed 

this resolution - but before the final vote).  6 - Ayes, 0-Nays.  Carried. 

 

Mr. Baker wanted to discuss the section in this referred law regarding the Signs on 

Vehicles, he would really like Mr. Ball's opinion on this.   

 

Mr. Ball explained the issue found with signs on vehicles, we have had box trucks with 

signs or banners and left out - we have to set limits or it will be pushed, this is actually 

how this temporary signage issue started.   If it is a legal vehicle and is being driven and 

is parked in front of the actual store, then so be it.   

 

Mr. Baker wants to be sure that we are not affecting the everyday business person. 

 

Mr. Ball stated that this law has a lot of good intentions, but there is always someone that 

pushes the envelope.   

 

Mr. Engler brought up a section - it prohibits off premises signs.  (Note:  Mr. Engler is 

not reviewing the recommended section, he has the first original Zoning verbage). 

 

Mr. Baker noted that the recommended draft does not have under prohibited, off premises 

signs. 

 

Mr. Ball mentioned that it was under Supervisor Dedrick's reign that the sandwich board 

issue came up  and this is one of the problems that brought the sign section for review 

under Supervisor Grinnell's reign.   

 

Mr. Baker again noted that this draft does not prohibit off premise signs. 

 

Mr. Engler and Mrs. Cooper stated that this is scary and asked if this does this mean that 

we will see every business in town do their advertising at the entrance from Hague Road.  

Putting all those signs in the ground will be ok?  The intersection of 9N & 74 will have 

more signs than we already have? 
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Mr. Powers stated no.  Regardless of what we have right here, it is who makes the stricter 

rules and the Park Agency says no off premises signs.  They supersede us.  Who ever 

makes the stricter rule, rules.  They say no off premises signs.  This kind of says that we 

are not specifically prohibiting them which hints that we are saying, 'Ok', but it was really 

taken out because someone else had jurisdiction over that.   

 

Mr. Engler then stated if there is an issue with off premise signs, we would bring that to 

the APA? 

 

The board answered yes. 

 

More discussion was held on jurisdiction and signs around the area.  

 

Mr. Lender reminded that we can recommend anything to the Town Board, but the Town 

in the end is who will amend this ordinance; whether added a few regulations or pulling  

a few regulations.  Right now, at this point, we are just trying to keep the ball rolling as it 

had stalled. 

 

Mr. Powers added that this had been proposed once and been picked apart and picked 

apart and picked apart and it was asked by the Town Board to review again and why 

should we re-invent the wheel.  We have reviewed it.   

 

The Board feels that this is ready to go to a Public Hearing and invites anyone to go to 

the Town Board's meeting, written comment can be submitted at any time.   

 

Mr. Ball explained his impression that he received from the board, was that they objected 

to going from 3 pages to 7 pages. 

 

Mrs. Thompson explained that the board opened the public hearing and immediately 

stated that they wanted a resolution from the Planning Board on their recommendation. 

 

 Mr. Ball explained that the had been contacted individually regarding this. 

 

Mr. Baker noted that he has not received any comments from the Town Board. 

 

Mr. Ball feels that they want it more stream-lined.   

 

Mr. Baker repeated that he has not received any of those concerns or requests from the 

board. 

 

Mr. Lender stated that we have passed our resolution, let the Town Board act on it. 

 

Mr. LaVallie noted that he has not studied these revisions being recommended, he has 

one concern and would like to give credit to Mrs. Cooper for bringing the issue on the 

temporary sign up to the Planning Board at previous meetings (the flashing sign), there 
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should be a temporary, informational sign up for the fraternal organizations, the schools, 

etc., this sign was great for organizations.  Has this gone away? 

 

Mrs. Cooper stated that this has gone away, it was not well received. 

 

Mr. Ball felt that the digital sign had a lot of support. 

 

Mr. Powers stated that it was not the sign itself, it was the logistics and organization of 

the sign that had issues. 

 

(The Resolution was passed at this time after all this discussion) 

 

Resolution #24-2016 brought by Walt Lender, seconded by Scott Manning to adjourned 

the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 6 - Ayes, 0 - Nays.  Carried.   

 

Respectfully submitted, Tonya M. Thompson, Town Clerk.   


